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January 24, 1994

Mr. James Quello CEIVED
Acting Chair

Federal Communications Commission APp . .
1919 M Street N.W. ‘PR "”4

Washington, D.C. 20554 FEDERAL Comppye
AT
OFFICE OF g WE?.%‘,‘WON

Dear Mr. Quello:
Please find enclosed a letter from Viggo C. Bertelsen, Jr. a
constituent from Washington state:. Mr. Bertelsen is concerned

about a proposed fee increase for a ship station radio/operators
license.

I have forwarded Mr. Bertelsen's letter to you as I feel you
are better able to answer his concerns. I look forward to

responding to Mr. Bertelsen upon receiving input from your
office.

Thank you in advance for your attention to this matter.

Best regards,

P

Member of Congress

JD:Jkm
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VIGGO C. BERTELSEN, JK.
23825 S.E. 46TH PLACE
ISSAQUAH, WASHINGTON 98027

January 23, 1994
Secretary, FCC
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554
Subject: Fee increase (doubling) for Ship Station Radio / Operator's License

by Dave Workman, Editor,
istrators' Small Craft Advi

onal Association of State Boating § ¢

Reference:  "FCCplans to hike radio license fees for boaters”
National A 980Cia 3 . ing Law Admi
Vol. 9 No.2, Dec 1993.

The referenced article alerted me to the subject proposed fec increase. Asarecreational boater, the
existing fee of $35.00 for a ship station license and/or radio operators license is over priced! At
any higherlevel itisunconscionable!

Although enabled with strong legislation for management of the communication radio frequency
spectrum and stations, the FCC doeslittle, if anything, for the recreational boaterexcept collect our
money. The number of frequencies available to recreational boaters in the marine service is small
when compared to commercial and governmental use frequencies and the marine service itself is
very small when compared to other user frequency allocations. Further, the FCC does little to
police the misuse of the assigned channels except for the occasional "off frequency™ notice to
operators of older VHF transceivers where such infractions are more likely. The use of hnp;%pcr
radio procedures, call signs, channels, etc. provoke no discernable response or action by the FCC.
The "CB" service isan undisciplined joke!

If the FCC is short of money there are as least two viable courses of action. 1. Cut costs ( i.e.
reduce the employees...at the very least those involved in the marine service who do not appear to
be doing anything anyway!) and/or 2. cause those who are receiving FCC services to foot the bill
(i.c. charge the cellular phone, industrial radio net, broadcasters, governmental units, etc.) for
their fair share of the expense of doing what you do for them. Of course, you could examine what
you do and climinate ail activity which doesnot add valuc and probably reap a significant savings.

One casy approach to reducing personnel cost is to climinate all positions entitled "assistant (o) _
—__" and "deputy(to) " and require that the principal position holder do his or her job not
dclc_ gate it to "assistants”™ or "deputics”! (Bureaucracy atits finest!). Of course, the people in those
positions must go out the door to effect the cost reductions.

Turge you to abandon any thought of increased fees for any of the licenses currently required for
recreational boaters to have and use radio and other electronic safety and navigation equipment.

Any increases in fees would surely both reduce the availability and use of such equipment and/or
make law breakers of many honest, safety conscious boaters.

Gk 2t lH

Copy to: Senator Slade Gorton, Representative Jennifer Dunn
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Washington, D.C. 20554 _
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December 10, 1993

Dear Director:

Because of the desire of this office to be responsive to all
inquiries and communications, your consideration of the attached

is requested.

PLEASE TRY TO RESPOND WITHIN 4 WEEKS OF YOUR RECEIPT QF THIS
REQUEST. YOUR FINDI AND VI IN DUPLICATE, ALONG WITH
RETURN OF THIS MEMO PLUS ENCLOSURE, WILL BE APPRECIATED.

Many thanks.

Sincerely,

%CUM

Alfonse M. D’'Amato
United States Senator

AD:amr




Edward V. Weber

60 Round Hill Road
Poughkeepsie, N ¥ 12603
18 November, 1993

Secretary of the FCC

c/o Office of Managing Director
Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street NW

Washington, DC 20554

Gent lemen:

I just read that the FCC is considering adding another
$7.00 per year to the current $35.00 license fee for Marine
station licenses.

I am opposed to any increase in fees. VHF radios are an
effective safety device becsuse they provide a means of
communication at times of problems. An increase cof fees
would discourage some boaters from having 3 radioc thus
reducing their ability to summon help in times of distress.
The current fee is already well in excess of the cost of
providing licenses with a reasonably efficient operation.

The government should not be padding the general fund by
extracting fees beyond costs.

Sincerely,
cc: Congres=sman H. Fish

Senator A. D’'Amatg ~&——
Senator P. Moynihan
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Ms. Lauren Belvin ———

Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Ms. Belvin:
Because of my desire to be responsive to all inquiries and

communications, I would appreciate your consideration of the
enclosed letter from Clyde Williams of Hallowell, Maine.

Please return your findings and views, %nﬂyq‘Qqu;.,to;-,_
along with the enclosed correspondestts to: R

Senator William S. Cohen

Attention: Paulina Collins

322 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20510

Thank you in advance for your assistance.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
5

WSC/pmc
Enclosure

SN
No. of Conies rec'd_ 7.
StAECDHE
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Clyde H. Williams
21 Page Street
Hallowell, Maine 04347-1418

Secretary of the Federal Communications Commission
c/o Office of the Managing Director

Federal Communications Commissicu

1919 M Street NW

Washington, DC 20554

Dear Sir/Madam:

1 have recently learned that the FCC soon intends to propose a doubling
of the fee currently charged to holders of VHF marine radio licenses.
It is my opinion that this increase of a fee which was only recently
imposed will have a SERIOUS NEGATIVE IMPACT on boating safety. Many
of us who are actively involved in providing boating safety information
to the public consider the marine VHF radio to be THE most important
piece of safety equipment on a vessel.

Until recent years, there was no fee charged for a Ship Station License
which covered the radio equipment used by voluntarily equipped vessels.
Even so, there was reluctance among many to mail the necessary application
to the FCC to get a license. With the imposition of the current $35.00
charge for a five-year license, it has become increasingly difficult
to convince boaters, even some who have completed educational courses,
that they should have their radio equipment legally licensed. A doubling
of the fee at this time would certainly increase the number of boaters
who are operating unlicensed radios, or who are going without this important
piece of safety equipment.

As a teacher of marine electronics user courses, and one who has a
keen interest in the proper use of marine VHF/FM radio, I must add that
I perceive NO DIRECT BENEFIT provided by the Federal Communications Com-
mission to voluntarily equipped Ship Station licensees. I share this
view with many, many other boaters. An increase in the licensing fee
can only be seen as an obstacle in getting all boaters legally licensed
and all illegal users off marine channels.

Sincerely,

Chte 102 oo

Coplies: Sen Cohen J&‘,a-fz\,. &44;7
/

Sen Mitchell
753115’ /ZJ’ Ang T2 ar ;;?I‘LVTL /
)"177' d/:/a //A/dfé él//’// f)'h/acj
hr.wh//v ob JO/04 slre boaTorr,

7
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Washington, BE 20515-2203 EX PARTE OR LATE FILED

February 10, 1994 44 [§>

Lauren J. Belvin RECE'VED

Director

Legislative Affairs -
Federal Communications Commission WR- 8 1994

Room 808, 1919 M Street NW
Washington, D.C. 20554 FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMIBBIOM
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

Dear Friend:

Enclosed is correspondence 1 have received from
one of my constituents, Mr. James C. Bodenner, who has
requested the FCC’s position on the proposed increase
in marine radioc license fees.

I ask that your office review his letter and send
me your position on the matter cited above.

Thank you for your cooperation and assistance in
this matter.

With best regards, I am

Sincerely,

Vernon J. Ehlers
Member of Congress

VJE:md
DISTRICT OFFICE

Enclosure

LstABCDE —
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James C. Bodenner M.S., J.D.

January 24, 1994

Congressman Vernon J. Ehlers
166 Federal Building

110 Michigan Street NW
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

Dear Congressman Ehlers:

The attached letter to the FCC outlines an issue of concern.
I would greatly appreciate any information you have regarding this
matter.

Si rely,

0yl

Jaes C. Bodenner

3001 Fuller NE, Suite 100, Grand Rapids, Michigan 49505
(616) 361-8224 FAX (616) 361-1908
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James C. Bodenner M.S., J.D.

January 24, 1994

Federal Communications Commission
POB 1050
Gettysburg, PA 17326

To whom it may concern:

I am writing this letter on behalf of myself and friends of
mine who have signed the attached form. All of us are volunteers
involved regularly with an organization that provides boating
safety education to the public. It is our understanding that the
FCC is planning on increasing the fee to license marine radios from
$35 to $70 for the five year license.

All of us are boat owners and see first hand the misuse of the
marine radio. It is our opinion that we need to increase boater
education and law enforcement to prevent misuse of the marine radio
and misuse is very common! As boaters on Lake Michigan we have all
been faced with situations where the marine radio was our only link
to safety. In an emergency the radio saves lives we need to do
everything we can to prevent misuse of this critical piece of
equipment.

Raising the fee will only discourage boaters from licensing
their radio or it will discourage boaters from buying the radio.
It is our understanding that none of the additional fees will be
used to further needed public education. We strongly urge you to
reconsider your policy and either eliminate the proposed increase
or use the increase to fund public boating education.

Please contact me with the FCC position on this matter.
erely,

4%

mes C. Bodenner

CC: Congressman Vernon J. Ehlers
166 Federal Building
110 Michigan Street NW
Grand Rapids, MI 49503

3001 Fuller NE, Suite 100, Grand Rapids, Michignn 49505
(616) 361-8224 FAX (616) 361-1908
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FCC MAIL ROOM

Edward L. Beskiey
306 Jay Lane
Mountville, PA 17554

Secretary of the FCC

c/0 Oftice of Meneging Director
Federsl Communicstions Commission
Washington, D.C. 20554

Dear Secretary:

| have been a recreationsi boater for ten years. The fees that have
impacted this recrestional pastime have been numerous during this period.
| have just read that your office is contempiating a new fee on holders of
VHF marine radio licenses. | believe this increase is poor judgment on the
pert of the Federal Communication Commission.

{ believe instead of paying the incressed fee meny small boat
owners will lesve this necessery piece of equipment on shore. This will
not only endenger their lives but also the lives of others because they do
not have the proper safety equipment at the time of an emergency.

| would aiso be very interested in receiving a letter from you
reviewing the additional services that | may expect by this incresse in
license fees.
Sincerely,

Edward L. Beskiey



Gory G Schuter | RECE’VED A

Fool of Spring ST

Peorio, 1L 61603 "‘ - W” 8 @3 ’

Novernber 16, 1993

FECMAIL RQ
Secrelary of the FCC Oom
c/o Office of Monaging Oireclor
Federal Communications Commission
1919 W Slreel. KW
Washinglon, D.C. 20554

Dear Sir:

According o on” arficle in REPORTS BOAT/U.S.., your agency is conlemplaling o “user 1" Tor ‘holders of ¢ WHF miine
rodio license. This proposed fee is $7.00. This in oddition (o the $35.00 new/renewal fee. This "user fee" is a per year
basis. ' ‘

is this just another woy 1o "job" the supposed "rich” bodlers or is there jusiificalion for this fee?

You know, of course, thal you will probably drive more boaters o not ficense themselves at all, thereby, losing the $35.00
for the radio oll logether. You kmow, 05 well as | do, thol you cannol police this policy effectively. Why oqgilate and
aggrivole the qiready overloxed boaling public?

If there is o reasonoble gnd jusiifyable reason for this “user fee", | would appreciole o reply o this leller. If there is nol
o regsongble o jushifyatie reason for this "user fee”, | would appreciole g reply lo this leller. There are hundreds of
boaters glong the Minois river thol would like to know the answer.

Thonk you,,

Sincerely,

RECE
NOV +§
FCC MA
/
J
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EX\PARTE OR LATE FILED
Mr. James Quello

January 24, 199 7%051%
Acting Chair /

Federal Communications Commission (ﬁPL}//Cf FEDERY,

1919 M Street N.W. COMM 47
Washington, D.C. 20554 w”fwmgsscn%m"”

Dear Mr. Quello:

Please find enclosed a letter from Dan Barr, a constituent
from Washington state. Mr. Barr is concerned about the twenty
day comment period on an Federal Communications Commission
proposal to double radio license fees for boaters and other
mariners. He feels it should be longer.

I have forwarded Mr. Barr's letter to you as I feel you are
better able to answer his concerns. I look forward to responding
to Mr. Barr upon receiving input from your office.

Thank you in advance for your attention to this matter.

Best regards,

Member of Congress

JD:jkm
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'=~-4 NEWSLETTER

Recreational Boating Association of Washington December, 1983
L., 13 1SS
NATIONAL BOATING FEDERATION
; tl;\ t;ecéookout, 1\1181'-‘2l pu:licatior\ to all members advises  eerWETETTI U e e e T -

0 ro to double radioc license fees for boaters

ax;ld :thcr z}'&nm (sl'{i s;:aﬁ:n.licms?) from 52;5?; $70 for RECREATIONAL BOATN G

a five year license or § Or a ten licenss. Ship statio -

li;.emy':re required on all l;/essels tm:ar:yn:‘&r:ﬁc rad‘u: ASSOCIATION Of 20 26
dar, osition Indicatin i0 Be y -~

lEpib), CONGRESY MANDATED THE INEREASE. Con WASHINGTON 7%

gress also authorized the FCC to waive the increase if “such P.C. BOX 9264 / q 03

action would promote the public interest,” Concerns have SEATTLE, WA 98108

been raised that this fee increase will act as a disincentive for .
boaters and other non-compuisory radio equipped vessels.
Failure to carry a marine radio aboard would be a major
regression inboating safety. The FCC plans torelease a notice
ofp rule making on the matter before the end of the
year, but currently is only planning a 20 day comment
period. Those wishing to comment should write at once to
Secretary, FCC, 1919 M Street NW, Washington DC 20554.
When the rulemaking is released, a docket number will be
identified which if known, should be included in the letter.
It this number is not known, the letter should clearly indicate
that it refers to planned FCC regulatory fees. The FCC
secretary’s office can be contacted at (202) 632-6410.
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9, 1994
The Honorable Reed Hundt, Chairman (@R *CEIy e

Federal Communications Commission ,
1919 M Street NW | 4Py -

Washington, DC 20554 FeDey ) "“1994
COMu
] . ) : eioe AT,
Dear Mr.. Chairman: CEOF nye gégvni %‘”830

We are urging you to use your authority to waive a proposed FCC licensing fee increase
that is draped in good intentions — reducing the federal budget deficit — but may have unintended
and fiscally disastrous consequences.

As you are obviously aware, the telecommunications scction of the Omnibus Budget
Reconciliation Act of 1993 required the FCC to impose user fees on a wide variety of its services.
As a result, your agency is about to issue a notice of proposed rule-making on increasing the cost
of an FCC license for boaters equipped with VHF radios from $35 for 10 years to $105 for 10

years -- a 300 percent jump.

At first glance, it would appear that a sizable license fee increase for VHF-equi boats
would generate substantial revenues. Unfortunately, of the estimated 10 million boats that are
cquipped with these radios, only 650,000 of them — 6.5 percent — are actually licensed. It is hard
to belicve that any more boaters would obtain licenses if the fee were to be increased; it is well
within the realm of possibility to imagine fewer boaters obtaining licenses. With such a small
number of boats licensed, the small revenue increase from the VHF licensing fee hike will be
pearly cancelled out by the cost of implementing, administering, and enforcing it.

Mr. Chainmnan, aside from causing loud protests from boaters and boating groups, this
proposal has drawn the opposition of the very agency charged with protecting our waters and
regulating our boaters: the Coast Guard. In a letter to your agency earlier this month, Coast Guard
Commandant J.W. Kime wrote, “The Coast Guard believes that waiver of the marine (ship) station
license regulatory fee for vessels which carry radio equipment, but are not required to do so,
would enhance maritime safety and promote the public interest. Therefore, I ask that the
Commission waive the fce for such vessels.”

We agree with the Commandant and strongly believe this is a case where thc FCC should
use the authority granted to it by Congress under Scctions 9(b)(3) and 9(d) of the Budget Act to
waive this fee in the public interest. o

It should also be noted that many inside the FCC are dubious of the wisdom of increasing
the VHF licensing fee — let alone regulating such licensing in the first place. The FCC legislative
affairs office sent Congress a de-licensing proposal earlier this year which would put the Coast
Guard in charge of regulating and monitoring frequencies on shipboard radios. S
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Finally, it is important to point out that this fec increase would be imposed upon a group
that already pays its fair share of Coast Guard and state taxes and fees. Reducing this nation's
budget deficit and putting us on a path of fiscal responsibility is an honorable goal that we all
share, but doing sa on the backs of boaters who already shoulder their share of the burden — with
a proposal that scems likely to generate a negligible amount of revenue - is a dubious way to do it.

Slade Gorton

U.S. Senator
&3’ w O&'r.m, Lol
Bob Packwood Jolege Unsoeld
U.S. Senator '

Mike Kreidler

Member of Congress
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TIM HOLDEN

6TH DISTRICT, PENNSYLVANIA
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' ASHINGTON, D.C. 20515
© (202) 225-5546~

BERXS COUNTY SERVICES CENTER
. 633 COURT STREET
READING, PENNSYLVANIA 19601
(215) 371-9931

303 MERIDIAN BANK BUILDING
POTTSVILLE, PENNSYLVANIA 1790}
(717) 622-4212

Chairman

bmD

EX PARTE OR 1ATE @

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES (fo
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March 28, 1994

Mr. James Quellow

Federal Communications Commission

COMMITTEE ON AGRICULTURE

ENVIRONMENT, CREDIT, AND
RURAL DEVELOPMENT SUBCOMMITTEE

DEPARTMENT OPERATIONS AND
NUTRITION SUBCOMMITTEE

+ LIVESTOCK SUBCOMMITTEE

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

MILITARY ACQUISITIONS SUBCOM-
MITTEE

OVERSIGHT aAND
INVESTIGATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE

Tk bpen

fnpn -5 1994

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

1919 M Street OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

Washington, D.C. 20554

RE: Honorable Donald W. Wurmser
Sweitzer Road
R.D. #5, Box 365
Sinking Spring, PA 19608

Dear Mr. Quellow:

I am contacting you on behalf of the above named constituent
regarding his concerns in reference to new FCC fees.

Enclosed please find a letter from Mr. Wurmser explaining
this matter in greater detail. Any assistance you can provide me
in responding to my constituent's request for help would be
greatly appreciated.

Please feel free to respond directly to my Reading district
office at the address listed above.

Sincerely,

TIM HOLDEN

Member of Congress
TH/mb
Enclosure
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Burrato, NY 14

Ynited Stares Senate 4»/@3 e

WASHINGTON, DC 20510-3202

EX PARTE OR LATE FILED march 3, 1994 241G
R IVED

APR™~8 19%
TO: Congressional Liaison FEDER
Federal Communication Commission ALCO"‘“UN'CATIONS :
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

2025 M Street, N.W.
Room 6202
Washington, D.C. 20554

FROM: Alfonse D’'Amato
United States Senator

Because of the desire of this office to be
responsive to all inquires and communications, your
consideration of the attached is requested.

PL TRY TO RESPOND W IN 4 WEEKS OF YOUR

RECEIPT OF THE REQUEST. YQUR FINDINGS AND VIEWS, IN

DUPLICAT WIT T THIS MEMO PLUS

ENCLO WILL BE APP IATED.

Many thanks.

AD:bja

No. of Coples rec'd 7y
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WORK PHONE:

V.A. CLAIM #:
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CONBTITUENT INFORMATION FORM

DATE: March 11, 1994 OFFICE:  Binghamton District Office

SALUTATION: _ Doar My Smith STAFF: _ pri Rosenfeld
NAME: Carlton Smith COMMERCIAL TEL.#:
ADDRESS : 31 Panorama Drive FTS TEL.#: !

Binghamton, New York 13901

HOME PHONE: WORK PHONE:

5.8.#: V.A. CLAIM #:

NATURE OF CONTACT: VISITED: LETTER: CALLED: *hK ~
TOUR WITH MDH: TOWN MEETING:

NATURE OF CASE/REQUEST/COMMENT:

o4 .
Our constituent, Mr. Smith, contacted our office regarding the increase in the price of
3.H.F. radios, from the price of $35 to $110 a year. B.H.F. radios are a safety feature product.

Thus, by raising the price of this product and making it costly, boating safety is being placed
at greater risk.

Is there anyway this policy will be rescinded ?
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The Honorable Reed Hundt
Chairman
The Federal Communications Commission
1919 M Street
Washington, D.C. 20554
Dear Chairman Hundt:

Enclosed is a copy of correspondence sent to me by
Mr. Lawson McClellan.

I would appreciate your providing me with a response to
the issues raised in Mr. McClellan’s letter.

Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

ad Cabn

United States Senator
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LAWSON McCLELILAN
MR 16 AM g: |7

Route 2, Box 298

Guntown, MS 38849
601-869-2230

Senator Thad Cochran
United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Senator Trent Lot
United States Senate

Washington, D.C. 20510

Representative Jamie Whirten
United States House of Representatives

Washington, D.C. 20510

Dear Gentlemen:
It has been brought to my attention that the Federal Communications

Commission is considering placing very high licensing fees on recreational
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boaters for the use of ‘'marine’ radios.

My experience over the past years has been that in our part of the country,
there is practically no use of these radios for any communication except that
that directly impacts the navigation of the Tombigbee Waterway or for safety,
such as towing requests.

I would venture to guess now that very few of these are licensed now.
Increasing the fees on these is not going to decrease this problem, and the FCC
surely does not have the funds or manpower to enforce these requirements.
This however is not the reason I object to this proposed licensing increase.

The only connection most boaters have with help is via these 'marine’ radios.
One of the worst problems with water sports now is safety, and the ability for
the average boater to have communications with emergency help for themselves
or others should be the prime emphasis of any regulations and this proposed
increase will surely not serve the public whose welfare it is intended to.

I will appreciate any effort you can give towards keeping this increase from
taking place.

Thank you for your help every time I have asked.

Sincerely,

(

nLawson McClellan



